
From concept to  
completion –  
all under one roof
A blueprint is essential to any building 
project, and a blueprint of the  
design-build process is essential to  
understanding how this all-in-one  
model can benefit the planning and 
construction of your new building. 

Design-build combines architectural 
design, engineering and construction 
into one contract, streamlining the pro-
cess for business owners by providing 
one point of contact throughout the 
entire project. 

Your Blueprint 
for the 
Design-Build 
Process



Design-Build = Savings
Design-build can benefit business owners throughout the life of the project:

•	 Saves administrative time (that’s your time) spent on the project. 

•	 Efficient design provides more bang for your buck.

•	 Selection of cost-effective materials and methods reduces overall cost.

•	 Time savings in communications and scheduling over the life of the project equates to fewer days required to get your building on line. 
That equates to getting your business up and running sooner and requiring a shorter financing period. 

•	 Read more about the advantages of design-build. 

Design-Build Step by Step
Now that compelling arguments about saving time and money have you intrigued, let’s take a look at the nuts and bolts of the design-build process from 
concept to completion.

Concepts + Criteria

•	 Determine owner needs and criteria – This is where your design-build team gets to know your business and understands how you want your building 
to function. Depending on your needs, specific elements, such as product and people movement, may need to be incorporated into the design. It’s at 
this early stage that the design-builder begins to ensure the finished product matches your expectations.

•	 Prepare a preliminary site and building plan

o Site plan with proposed utilities

o Floor plan

o Exterior elevations (all sides)

o Cross section

http://info.cfisherconstruction.com/blog/design-build-save-time-money


•	 Preliminary zoning/code check – Head off surprises later by ensuring zoning and codes match your intended use.

•	 Determine utilities

o Water service

o Power service

o Gas service

o Storm drainage

•	 Brief outline of material specifications 

•	 Pre-application meeting with permitting entity (city, county)

•	 Prepare conceptual ROM (relative order of magnitude) budget estimate – With design and construction planning occurring concurrently you get a 
more accurate picture of budget early on as well as getting a clear picture if the project is feasible within your desired budget. This “ballpark” estimate 
is just the starting point, so expect this number to change. This estimate is an essential tool to avoid costly redesign work and to meet your budget.

Preliminary Design + Planning

At this stage, the design-builder begins to determine the scope, size and architectural concept of your project. With these details beginning to solidify, a more 
accurate picture of the budget takes shape, which can be used in obtaining financing. You can also expect to receive a preliminary timeline outlining the 
expected duration for your project.

•	 Firm up site plan and details

•	 Firm up floor plan and details

•	 Finalize elevations

•	 Draft additional cross sections

•	 Construction details

•	 Finish schedule and material selection

•	 Prepare preliminary cost estimate, increasing accuracy of the anticipated final cost



Final Design + Engineering

While design documents are being finalized your design-build contractor is also busy ensuring all permitting requirements are met, so the permitting moves 
through the process smoothly and quickly.  

•	 Finalize site plan and engineering for permit and final competitive bidding

•	 Finalize building plans and engineering for permit and final competitive bidding

•	 Prepare final “not to exceed” cost estimate

•	 Submit for permit

Construction + Completion

•	 Build fast & efficient! Thanks to your design-build contractor’s prep work and a project manager to oversee the project every step of the way, fast, 
efficient completion of your building is more than wishful thinking. Your project moves along efficiently because the contractor has built the project 
in his mind’s eye during the various stages, and thought out the process to ensure construction goes smoothly.

•	 Upon completion of your project, your contractor will walk you through your new building and introduce you to all the systems inside the facility. You 
will also receive an operations and maintenance (O & M) manual detailing specifications on those systems as well as detailing finishes used and more.

Ready for action?
If you’re ready to get going with the design-build process on your project, contact Chad Fisher Construction to see how we can help.

Yes, I’m ready to get started!

15900 Preston Place, Burlington, WA  | 360.757.0580 | cfisherconstruction.com

https://www.cfisherconstruction.com/contact/

